
ROBERT CONNELY FARR & THE REBELTONE BOYS  –  ‘DIRTY SOUTH BLUES’  

“…an album you simply must hear… mentored by the last of the Bentonia bluesmen,  

Jimmy “Duck” Holmes,  Farr & co. have created a masterpiece.” 

JD Nash – American Blues Scene (2018) 

 

Robert Connely Farr is a singer-songwriter from Mississippi currently residing in Vancouver, Canada. Connely was 

born in Alabama & grew up in the small southern town of Bolton, Mississippi, home town of Charley Patton & The Mississippi 

Sheiks. Prior to moving to Vancouver, he studied architecture at Auburn University. Connely writes & performs as a solo act 

as well as heading up the Vancouver based Southern Rock / Alt-Country outfit Mississippi Live & the Dirty Dirty - who have 

released 3 full length studio albums & one EP.  

In 2017, Connely met Mississippi blues icon Jimmy “Duck” Holmes in Bentonia, Mississippi, just miles from where 

Connely grew up. Jimmy began mentoring Connely in the Bentonia Style of the blues, a style that Holmes learned directly 

from Henry Stuckey, who taught Skip James & Jack Owens. In early 2018, Connely teamed up with Canadian producer & 

acclaimed songwriter Leeroy Stagger to record an album of the songs written during this mentorship titled Dirty South Blues. 

Released in October 2018, Dirty South Blues was met with critical acclaim, including being named ‘Album of the Week’ by the 

Georgia Straight & charting for radio airplay in Canada, Europe & Australia. The album includes 10 songs, 8 that were written 

by Farr. ‘Just Jive’ was written by  Jimmy “Duck” Holmes in the late 70’s. Farr also pays homage to the roots of this album by 

covering Skip James’ ‘Hard Time Killin Floor Blues’, a song that FATEA Magazine called “a marvelous reworking”. Songs like 

‘Magnolia’ & ‘Dirty South Blues’ are Farr’s attempt to reconcile / question some of the more controversial elements of the 

South, such as the rebel flag & pockets of racism that are still prevalent. 

TrackList 

Album released October-  2018 

01 Ode To The Lonesome  3:49 

02 Dirty South Blues   3:25 

03 Blue Front Café   3:56 

04 Hard Time Killin’ Floor Blues  3:16 

05 Magnolia    4:07 

06 Lady Heroin   3:39 

07 Just Jive    3:31 

08 Cypress Tree Blues   4:28 

09 Yes Ma’am (explicit)  3:40 

10 Hey Mr. Devil   4:56 

*All songs are Canadian Content 

**All songs written by Robert Connely Farr except  for: Hard Time Killin Floor 

Blues written by Skip James   

Just Jive written by Jimmy “Duck” Holmes & Robert Connely Farr 

 

"…blues at it’s realest & rawest.”  

 Mike Usinger – The Georgia Straight 

"...impressive album… will be appreciated by lovers of Southern 

Rock, Americana & Blues Rock"  

Blues Magazine 

“…Conjures up The Band at their finest… a very good album indeed"  

FATEA Magazine 

“…highly accomplished release… spirited & tough, built on great 

song writing & a voice that’s built to sing the blues… think The Band, 

Drive-By Truckers & Lucero.”  

Post To Wire 

“…the gems continue to follow each other… in this exceptional blues 

style where it is as if you see the ghosts of the Mississippi Sheiks, 

Charley Patton and Skip James.”  

Rootstime 
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